RANDY SCHMOR - Gateway Dire-ctor.

‘TWAS THE SEASON

Well, | knew that this past December and January were setting themselves up to be a
busy season...and they were, just not entirely in the way | was expecting. When |
agreed to lead a mission trip from our own church to Salta, Argentina, in January, it
wasn’'t hard to anticipate that doing this right after the Christmas holidays (we left
January 2) would be challenging. Christmas has its own active schedule year to year,
but to add the preparation that a mission team needs (training, fundraising, etc.) on
top of it; well, let’s just say that it was a very busy time.

So in light of all of that, you can imagine how it was to find out in early December that
my brother was going to have cancer surgery right before we left for Argentina; that
my mother-in-law would also be having surgery in January; and to find out, just days
after we arrived in Argentina, that both my dad and my father-in-law would be
admitted to the same hospital-dad for surgery after a bad fall (he’s still in rehab) and
my father-in-law for a blood infection.

It was (and still is) quite a season!

So what am | learning from all of this? That people’s prayers matter; and that as we're
praying, we don’t always have to know every detail that we're praying into...the Spirit
does the necessary “translation” and what ends up being needed in a situation is
exactly what God provides. To the point, many of you (and others) pray regularly for
me and my family and some of those details to pray about show up here in this
newsletter and in other places, but many of those details aren’t here. But no matter,
your prayers for me/us are and were effectual and they played an important part in
the peace we felt while all of this was going on. That peace can only come from
Jesus Himself and it allowed for not only a blessed and successful mission in
Argentina for our team but also the confidence to know that our family members
would all be ok while we were far away.

When all is said and done, let me say that | appreciate you all and that your prayer
and support matters in ways you will many times never know.

Thank you again; AND thank you for your prayers.

- Randy Schmor

Randy’s Schedule

0 February

- ‘Blue Ocean’ NAB
Leaders/Pastors Cohort
(Lombard, IL) - Church Visit
(Milwaukee, WI)

- Church Partnership
Meetings (Mexico City)

- ‘Best Practices’ STM
Leader Training (Elk Grove,
CA)

March

- Long Term Partnership
Orientations (Sioux Falls, SD;
Milwaukee, WI)

- Standards of Excellence
Board Meetings (Vancouver,
WA)

Praise/Prayer Items

Pray for family
Injuries/llinesses (Father,
Brother, In-laws)

Praise for blessed/successful
Argentina Mission in January

“From that time Jesus began to
preach and say, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

- Matt. 4:17
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