
 

 

Giving Thanks 

Amongst the many privileges of living and serving in Cameroon is that we get to celebrate Thanksgiving for an 
extended time each year. With half of us being Canadian (Calvin & ½ of each of the girls), we celebrated Canadian 
Thanksgiving on October 12

th
. With the other half being American (Susie & the other girls’ half), we’re looking 

forward to celebrating American Thanksgiving on November 26
th
. But, in between these two dates, the church here 

in Cameroon celebrates a month-long, or more, of Harvest Thanksgiving. 

Traditionally, and still in many rural villages, the Thanksgiving offerings people give is actual produce from their 
farms: corn, yams, potatoes, beans, peanuts, bananas, pineapples, etc., and even live chickens and goats 
sometimes. These offerings are all danced to the front of the church with much celebration and choreography. In the 
cities, where many people do not have farms, they bring Thanksgiving offerings from their livelihood: a portion of 
their salary, a chair or metal trunk they’ve crafted, etc. At the end of each service, all non-cash offerings are 
converted into cash by open auction. Even this is an act of thanksgiving and gratefulness as people willingly pay 
more than the market price for items. 

November 2
nd

, our local church, Mt. Carmel, celebrated it’s last Thanksgiving 
service of the year. That Sunday, the offerings that people came prepared to 
give were testimonies of thanksgiving – testimonies of the goodness of God in 
their lives. Some testified of physical healing after prolonged illness, and 
others of being spared from death in road accidents while others around them 
died. Some gave thanks for passing 
exams and graduating, while others gave 
thanks for not passing exams, knowing 
that God has other plans for them. Some 
solemnly gave thanks for being rescued 
from a secret society (cult) which they 

had been initiated into.  

Pictured at right are just a few of 
the people we thank God for, who 
daily bless our lives. 

What else area we as a family are thankful for?  

Elianna: Books, awesome parents, abundance of food; 

Ysabelle: Books, sleep, best friends; 

Susanne: Safety, Kelowna’s e-library so the girls can have access to so many 
books! and the three workers who faithfully help me around the house; 

Calvin: My three ladies, opportunities to link people and resources to meet 
real needs, three years of life extension since my triple by-pass in November 
2012. 

 
PRAISES 

 Thank God that Ysabelle 

has adjusted well and 

enjoys life at boarding 

school. 

 Thank God for peace in the 

vast majority of the country. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Ask God to provide for the 

needs of the vulnerable and 

less privileged around us. 

 Ask God for safety for 

Calvin’s trips for meetings in 

the US in November and 

again in January. 

 Ask God to give you a 

generous heart during this 

Thanksgiving and Advent 

Season. 

________________________ 

“For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus, for good works which 
He prepared in advance for us 

to do. ” 
 

Ephesians 2:10  
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Tangible Opportunities to Express your Thankful Heart 

While we have much to be grateful for, we are daily hit with the reality of many individuals around us who don’t have 
as much. Life’s circumstances have been less favourable to them, leaving them impoverished, impaired, orphaned, 
or unable to pay for schooling or medical treatment expenses. The amazing thing is that many of these people still 
carry big and cheerful spirits as they go through life. Cameroonians are a resilient people. 

One of the ministry roles we serve here in Cameroon is to mobilize people like you to support projects that assist the 
less advantaged, and other needs that the national church requests assistance with. 

As we are in the midst of the holiday season encompassing Thanksgiving and Advent – when we give thanks for the 
greatest Gift ever given, Jesus Christ – will you consider blessing others by giving to one of the below opportunities? 
A one-time gift would be greatly appreciated. A monthly, quarterly or annual gift will assist even more. Information 
on how and where to give is at the bottom. 

 

We thank God for you and your part in His Kingdom’s work, 

Calvin, Susanne, Ysabelle & Elianna 

  

       To give by check/cheque: 

School for BLIND Children: 

At the Banso School for the Blind, visually impaired children have the opportunity to be 
educated and integrated into society. Many have been left as orphans. Contributions 
help offset living and tuition expenses of the two hundred students at the school.  

$250 per child goes a long way 

NOTE: Identity of children not disclosed. 

Give on-line at: http://www.nabconference.org/give/online/cameroon-integrated-school-blind 

 
Seminary Student Work/Study Funds: 

Many seminary students do not have sufficient funds to cover their education 
expenses. By working to help maintain the large school campus, they can earn 
money that is applied to their tuition. Contributions to this fund are used to pay 
students who assist with maintenance work around the campus.  

Suggested contribution $200 annually and upward 

Give on-line at: http://www.nabconference.org/give/online/cameroon-ndu-seminary-workstudy-
program 

 
 

In CANADA mail donations to: 
North American Baptist Conference 

PO Box 57235, Station A 
Toronto, ON  M5W 5M5 

In the USA mail donations to: 
North American Baptist Conference 

1219 Pleasant Grove Boulevard 
Roseville, CA  95678 

http://www.nabconference.org/give/online/cameroon-integrated-school-blind
http://www.nabconference.org/give/online/cameroon-ndu-seminary-workstudy-program
http://www.nabconference.org/give/online/cameroon-ndu-seminary-workstudy-program

